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John Wood Elementary School 
6100 E. 73

rd
 Ave. 

Merrillville, Indiana  46410 
(219) 650-5305 
http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/wood 
 

The John Wood 
Parent Newsletter 

☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ 

Principal Petralia’s Page 
by Mrs. Petralia 

 
Dear Families, 

 
During the month of October, we honor Anti-Bullying Awareness as 
well as Red Ribbon Week.  These are two very real issues that 
students will face if they haven’t already.  Mrs. Robbins, our social 
worker at John Wood, has worked to plan some very meaningful 
activities for both of these events. With the technology available to 
our children, it is important for them to know that once something is 
put on the Internet, it is impossible for it to be removed.  We have 
special spirit days planned for each day of Anti-bullying Awareness 
Week, which is themed “Do This, Not That!”  
 
For Red Ribbon Week, we empower students to be strong enough to 
resist temptation and be swayed to make bad decisions.  We have 
our students pledge to remain drug free, participate in fun activities 
and spirit days all week.    
 
Thank you for reinforcing these important topics with your children at 
home.  By hearing several adults using the same language and 
discussing the same topics, children retain that information much 
better.   
 
Also coming up on November 14th will be our Parent-Teacher 
Conferences.  Please make sure you are able to log into Skyward to 
access your child’s information prior to coming to conferences. The 
entire Merrillville Community School Corporation is working to be 
more paperless.  This means progress reports and report cards will 
no longer be sent home.  Please make sure to attend this very 
important conference with your child’s teacher to discuss progress 
and areas of possible improvement. 
 

 
 

Thank you for your teamwork! 
 

 
 

 

No School- 
Fall Break 

 

October  

25-28 

http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/wood
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A Message 
from the Nurse 

 
   The cold and flu season is with us. 
Here are a few reminders to help all 
of us stay healthy. 
   Hand washing is one of the most 
important things you can do to keep 
you and your family healthy. Spend 
some time with your child and go 
over this important skill. Remind 
them to wash frequently, especially 
after using the restroom and before 
eating.  
   Remind them to keep their hands, 
fingers and other objects out of their 
nose, eyes, and mouth. These areas 
are entry points for germs. Finally, 
remind them to cough or sneeze into 
their upper sleeve or arm and not 
into their hands. 
   Do not send your child to school 
with a temperature greater than 100º.   
This will help eliminate the spread of 
disease. Students should be free 
from fever, diarrhea, and vomiting for 
24 hours before returning to school 
after being ill.  Being without a fever 
for 24 hours means that your child 
has not required fever-reducing 
medication in those 24 hours.  We 
need your help to keep our students 
and teachers healthy! 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 
   A huge thanks goes out to all our 
car-rider parents for your cooperation 
and patience while we perfected our 
car-rider dismissal procedures.  With 
the teamwork of all involved, we 
think we have perfected the safest 
way to dismiss our car-rider 
students. 

Book Rental 
 

   All book rental was due on the first 
day of school.  Payments can be made 
online through your parent access, or 
in our office.  We do not have a formal 
payment plan, but partial payments are 
acceptable until the obligation is met.    
   Any balance remaining after the end 
of the first trimester (November 8

th
) will 

be turned over for collection.  Checks 
must be made out to “John Wood 
School” and must include your driver’s 
license number on the check. 

 
ECD Fees - $75 

Kindergarten - $125.31 
1

st
 Grade - $118.38 

2
nd

 Grade - $118.47 
3

rd
 Grade - $121.68 

4
th
 Grade - $128.73 

 
   Thank you to all of the parents who 
have already paid their child’s book 
rental. 

  
 
 
 
 

Halloween 
Reminder 

 

   We no longer have a Halloween 
parade at John Wood School. The 
state allows two one-hour 
celebrations per year for Indiana 
students. At John Wood School our 
celebrations will take place as 
follows: 
 

Kindergarten through third grade: 

 Winter Holiday  

 Valentine’s Day 
 

Fourth grade: 

 Winter Holiday  

 End of the year celebration 

 
   Please do not send treats for the 
class or allow children to wear 
costumes to school on October 31

st
.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Citizens 
September 2019 

 
ECD 

Dean Stokes –  
Miss McCorkle (Miss Kati) 

 
Kindergarten 

Maya Castro – Mrs. Anderson 
Thaya Nunn – Mrs. Scott 
Londyn Hill – Mrs. Shalla 

 
1

st
 Grade 

Jaxon Mick – Mrs. Matthews 
Zane Theodorakos – Mrs. Pace 
Londyn Jackson – Miss Welsh 

 
2

nd
 Grade 

Avery Renk – Mrs. Carney 
Daryl Lott – Ms. Foster 

Makayla Denson – Mrs. Marshall 
 

3
rd

 Grade 
Isabella Balbosa – Mrs. Busch 
Roxanna Monita – Mrs. Cseke 
Aliyah Lagunas – Mrs. Mahy 

 
4

th
 Grade 

Fiona Mick – Miss Jongsma 
Natalie Nelson – Miss Vlassopoulos 
Marvin McCormick – Miss Villarreal 

 
Visitor Guidelines 

 
   Parents are welcome to attend 
lunch with their children at any time.  
If you plan to purchase a lunch, 
please let the cafeteria know before 
9:00 a.m.  Remember that due to 
USDA and Wellness guidelines, you 
are NOT allowed to bring restaurant 
food (including fast food) into the 
building.    
   A 24-hour notice is required for all 
parents who wish to visit their child’s 
classroom.  While pre-school age 
children are welcome to attend 
lunch, they may not attend recess or 
visit classes due to liability issues.    
   We ask that you refrain from using 
your cell phones during school visits.  
This guideline is in place to protect 
the rights of our students.  Thank you 
for adhering to these procedures.  
 

Reminder 
It is the parent/guardian’s 

responsibility to call and let 

the school office know why a 

child is not in school.  Make 

sure you call 650-5305 then 

press 2 before 9 a.m. if your 

child will not be in school. 
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Attendance 
Rewards 

 
   Each year we have a committee 
who works to make a School 
Improvement Plan (SIP) for our 
school.  This is a blueprint of ways 
that we can improve the 
achievements of our students 
throughout the school year.   
  One of our ongoing goals is to 
improve our attendance rate.  To 
help encourage students to be at 
school every day, we have 
implemented a few reward 
incentives.   

 Each month the class with the 
highest percentage rate for the 
previous month will receive 
“Beary”, our attendance trophy. 

 Students with perfect attendance 
for the trimester will receive a 
certificate, a free food card 
donated by Chick-fil-A, a gummi 
bear treat donated by Albanese, 
and will have their name 
displayed in our “Attendance” 
showcase in the main hallway 
and in this monthly parent 
newsletter. 

 Parents of students with perfect 
attendance for the trimester will 
have their names entered in a 
drawing for a prize. 

 
   During the month of September, 
ALL of our classes had an average 
of at least 99.3%!!  The class with 
the highest percentage and the 
winner of the “Beary” trophy is: 
 
Miss Vlassopoulos’ 4

th
 grade class 

99.9% 
 
 

Help Needed 
 

   Occasionally we are in need of 
subs to help on the playground 
during recess and in the lunchroom 
while the students are eating lunch.  
If you are interested in being put on 
our “Playground/Cafeteria Sub List”, 
please call the office at 650-5305 
and talk to one of our secretaries.  

 
 

Red Ribbon Week 
 

   Red Ribbon Week is a week when 
millions of our American population 
wear a red ribbon to show that our 
young people and our adults are 
united for a drug-free society.  The 
National Family Partnership 
organized the first Red Ribbon 
Campaign in 1988. Since that time, 
the campaign has reached millions of 
U.S. children.  The Red Ribbon 
Campaign is now the oldest and 
largest drug prevention program in 
the nation. 
   John Wood School will support this 
program by having a variety of 
activities planned for the week of 
October 21-24.  Our students and 
staff will be showing their support in 
a number of ways: 
 

 Some classes will make a drug-
free banner or poster to be hung 
in the halls. 

 

 Each class will sign the “drug-
free pillar” to demonstrate their 
commitment to stay drug-free. 

 

 The doorknobs throughout the 
school will be decorated with red 
ribbons. 

 

 Daily announcements with an 
anti-drug or healthy alternative 
theme will be made by members 
of the Student Council. 
 

 Hobart PD will be visiting our 4
th
 

graders to discuss, “Too Good 
for Drugs”. 

 

 There will be special “Spirit 
Days” throughout the week. 

 

Monday 
Wear red today 

 

Tuesday 
“Dress for Success” 

Wear dressy clothes 
 

Wednesday 
“Sock it to Drugs” 

Wear crazy socks 
 

Thursday 
“Saying ‘NO’ to Drugs is  

No Sweat” 
Wear sweats 

 

Friday 
No School 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
October 14-18 
Scholastic Book Fair 
This week the book fair will be available in 
the multi-purpose room.  Students who bring 
money will be allowed to visit and make a 
purchase during their recess/lunch. 
 
October 16 
Family Activity Night 
5:45-7:30 p.m. 
Join us for a fun-filled educational event.  
There will be NO refreshments at this event. 
 
October 17 
Early Dismissal – 1:25 p.m. 

Please plan for your child to be  
home approximately one hour  

earlier on this day. 
 
October 17 
VIP Event 
3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Students may invite a special someone in 
their life to visit the school.  The book fair will 
be open during this event.  See the PTO 
article on page five. 
 
October 21-24 
Red Ribbon Week 
Several activities are planned at John Wood 
and around the community to create 
awareness of drug abuse. See the Monthly 
Activity Calendar or the article on this page to 
find out about Spirit Wear Days throughout 
the week with themes that reinforce this 
focus.   
 
October 24 
Early Dismissal – 1:25 p.m. 

Please plan for your child to be  
home approximately one hour  

earlier on this day. 
 
October 24 
Box Tops/Coca-Cola Contest Ends 
Today is the last day to turn in box tops and 
Coke caps for our October contest.  The top 
class in the school will get to have a Pajama 
Day. 
 
October 25-28 
No School – Fall Break 
No school for all students. 
 
October 31 
Early Dismissal – 1:25 p.m. 

Please plan for your child to be home 
approximately one hour  

earlier on this day. 
 
November 3 
Daylight Savings Time ends 
Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour!  
 
 
 

continued on page 6 
 



4 
 

Important Parent-
Teacher Conference 

Information 

 
   As the Merrillville Community 
School Corporation continues to 
become more “paperless”, we will no 
longer be sending home a paper 
copy of the report card.  You will be 
able to see your child’s report card 
on their Skyward account.   
   During your child’s Parent-Teacher 
Conference, there will NOT be a 
paper copy of your child’s report card 
available.  You will be asked if you 
have the Skyward app on your 
phone.  If so, you will be asked to log 
into your account and bring up the 
report card so that you and the 
teacher can view it together and 
discuss it.  If you do NOT have the 
app, you will be asked to log into 
your Skyward account on an iPad 
that will be available for this purpose.  
Either way, you will need to make 
sure you have your login information 
with you so that you can access your 
account. 
   If you need help with viewing your 
child’s Skyward information or 
logging in, please call the school 
office ASAP and they will assist you.  
Please do NOT wait until 
conferences! 
   Thank you for being patient as we 
continue to learn new ways to 
incorporate technology into our 
schools.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FYI 
 

We will be having a basket raffle  
during Parent-Teacher Conferences.  

Tickets will be $1 each or 6 tickets for $5.  
All money will go to the  

Curt Hoffman Scholarship Fund. 

Getting the Most Out of 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 
Everyone can win from a parent-teacher conference.  Parents learn how their 
children are doing in school and how to help.  Teachers can better meet each 
child’s needs.  And most important, children receive a better and more 
personalized education.  Below are some suggestions for getting the most out 
of the conference: 
 

 Talk to your child before the  
conference.  What does she or  
he like and not like about school? 
 

 Make a list of questions to take  
with you to the conference.  (See  
box at right.) 
 

 Tell the teacher about the things  
that your child enjoys and does well. 
 

 Ask to see the books and other  
materials that your child uses in  
school. 
 

 If the teacher tells you about a  
problem with your child, ask for  
some specific examples and talk  
about what you and the teacher will  
do. 
 

 Afterwards, tell your child about  
the conference.  Stress the positive  
as well as the areas that need  
improvement. 
 

 Keep in touch with the teacher  
through notes, phone calls, or  
meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions you  
can ask 

Here are some questions that you 
might ask your child’s teacher.  
Remember that conference time 
is limited, so select the ones of 
most concern to you. 
 
What will my child be expected to 
master this year? 
 
Is my child working at grade 
level? 
 
Does my child participate in 
class? 
 
How does my child get along with 
others? 
 
How can I know what the 
homework is each day? 
   Has my child missed any 
assignments? 
 
What strengths do you see in my 
child? 
 
What does my child need help 
with most? 
   What help is available? 
 
How do you keep parents 
informed about their child’s 
progress? 
 
What can I do at home to support 
what you are doing? 
 

 

Follow our MCSC 
superintendent and 

our John Wood 
principal on Twitter! 

 
Both Mr. Brown, our MCSC 
superintendent, and Mrs. 
Petralia, our John Wood 
principal are on Twitter! 

                   
Follow Mr. Brown at 

@MerrillvilleSu3. 
 

Follow Mrs. Petralia at 
@PrinPetralia. 

Our PTO has a  
Facebook page!   

Friend us at: 
 

www.facebook.com/johnwood.pto 
 

We try to use this page to 
pass along important 

reminders from the school and 
also to inform you of 

upcoming PTO activities. 
 

We are now also on Twitter!  
Look for us at @PtoWood. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/johnwood.pto


5 
 

PTO News 
 
   We are off to a great start.  We have 
lots of ideas for things we’d like to do 
for our students, but we need your 
help!  Join us at our next PTO meeting 
on Wednesday, November 6

th
 at 2:30 

p.m. in our school cafeteria and give us 
your input.   
 

Fundraiser Update 
   We recently finished our Fall 
Fundraiser.   We have not gotten the 
final numbers yet, but it looks like we 
may have broken last year’s total!  We 
will announce the top selling winners in 
the next newsletter. 
 

Fall Book Fair/VIP Event 
   This week is our annual Fall 
Scholastic Book Fair.  All students will 
have an opportunity to visit the book 
fair during the school day.  A flyer went 
home recently with a sample of some 
of the books available.  New this year, 
you can set up an eWallet for your 
child!  This way your child doesn’t need 
to carry cash and you can limit how 
much they can spend.  A bright yellow 
half-page was stapled to the book fair 
flyer with more information. 
   Did you know that you can also order 
online any time throughout the school 
year and we will still receive credit?  
Go to scholastic.com/fair and search 
for our school.  The order will be 
shipped directly to your house! 
   We have scheduled our VIP Event 
(formerly known as Grandparents’ 
Day) for Thursday, October 17

th
.  We 

understand that some grandparents 
work, some live far away, and some 
students have no grandparents.  In 
order to include all students, we’ve 
changed this event to include a special 
“VIP”.  Students who do not have a 
grandparent to invite may ask 
someone special in their lives to join 
them.  Students will be able to show 
their special person around the school, 
have a picture taken, visit the book fair, 
do an activity, and have refreshments.    
   

Box Top/Coca-Cola 
   Our September contest resulted in 
over 1,000 box tops and Coke codes 
being sent in!  One class in each grade 
level won a fruit snack for each student 
in their class.  The winning classes 
were: 

 
 

Kindergarten – Mrs. Scott 
1

st
 Grade – Miss Welsh 

2
nd

 Grade – Mrs. Marshall 
3

rd
 Grade – Mrs. Cseke 

4
th
 Grade – Miss Vlassopoulos 

 
   We are now in the middle of our 
October contest.  The deadline for this 
contest is Thursday, October 24

th
.  One 

winning class will have the opportunity 
to have a Pajama Day!   
   BTFE is in the process of converting 
to all digital.  You may have seen the 
“No More Clipping” logo on some 
products.  You will not find a box top to 
clip on those items.  For us to get 
credit, you will need to download the 
free app and scan your register receipt.  
Our school will get the credit 
immediately.  In addition to designating 
that you want your donation to go to 
John Wood, you can also give credit to 
a specific student and/or teacher.  Now 
that they have this feature, we are 
including digital clips in our monthly 
contests!  This is a great way for 
relatives who don’t live nearby to help 
support our school (and help your 
child’s class win our monthly contests!) 
   Just a reminder, receipts need to be 
scanned within 14 days of the 
purchase.  Also, make sure to watch 
for expiration dates on any old box 
tops and bonus labels.  Some will be 
expiring at the end of this month!    
   In January, we will once again have 
our popular “Snowball Challenge”.  All 
box tops and Coke codes that are sent 
in now are being “banked” for that 
contest, so don’t save them…send 
them in!  The snowballs are quickly 
adding up and will soon be “flying” all 
over John Wood School!  We already 
have two students who will be 
receiving more than 20 snowballs! 
 

BINGO/Movie Night 
   We will be bringing back this popular 
fun family event.  Watch for info to 
come home the beginning of 
November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pop Tab Collection 
 
   We are continuing to collect pop 
tops for the Ronald McDonald House 
of Indiana.  Collected pop tabs are 
recycled, generating much-needed 
funds to support the Ronald 
McDonald House and the nearly 
1,500 families they serve each year. 
   Funds received by the Ronald 
McDonald House of Indiana from the 
recycling of tabs usually add up to 
between $30,000 and $50,000 
annually.  All this money goes to the 
operating expenses and can cover 
the cost of operating three rooms in 
the House for an entire year. 
   Simply remove the pop tab from 
aluminum cans and put them in your 
favorite collection container.  When 
you are ready to send them to 
school, just put them in a Ziploc-type 
bag and send them with your child.   
There’s no competition, no goal, no 
prizes…just the reward of doing a 
good deed. 
 

 

Purple Pirate Pride 
 
   In an effort to promote pride in our 
school community, we encourage 
students to wear purple on Fridays.  
Students who wear purple on Fridays 
will be included in a drawing each 
week for a small prize. 
   Students who are wearing 
ANYTHING “John Wood” (old Spirit 
Wear, Math Fact Shirts, etc) or 
“Merrillville” (Athletic Department 
Spirit Wear, Pop Warner shirts, etc) 
will also count for the drawing…even 
if it is not purple (sometimes spirit 
wear is on gray or black). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Council Additions 
 

Congratulations to the following fourth-grade students who have  
been added to our Student Council: 

 
Amanda Hubbard 

Cassidy Pupek 
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The Coaches’ 
Corner 

Ms. Copeland, Mrs. Pozdzal,  
Mrs. Rassbach, Miss Zorich 

 
Reading strategies to help your 

child at home to assist in working 
out unknown words. 

 

 Look at the picture. 

 Look for chunks in the word, 
such as -it in sit, -all in small or -
and and -ing in standing. 

 Get their mouth ready to say the 
word by shaping their mouth to 
the beginning letter. 

 Ask your child if the word looks 
like a word they already know. 
Does could look like should? 

 Continue to read to the end of 
the sentence. Often by reading 
the other words in context, they 
will be able to figure out the 
unknown word.  

 If your child says the wrong word 
while reading, ask questions like 
these: 
o Does it make sense? 
o Does it sound right? 
o Does it look right? 

 
Building Math Skills at Home 

With a little creativity, you can 
make math lots of fun! Here are a 
few ideas that you can do at home 

to help your child with math. 
 

 There are many games you 
probably already have at home 
that encourage development in 
math: Yahtzee (basic addition) 
Connect four (problem solving 
and developing strategies), 
Puzzles (spatial awareness), 
Card games (have players flip 
cards and greatest or least 
number wins), Candy Land 
(make your own game cards and 
use math facts instead of colors), 
Monopoly (money), and 
Battleship (coordinate graphs).  

 Talk about the calendar with your 
child. Make it exciting by looking 
forward to special events. Count 
the weeks and days until a 
birthday or special event.  

 Help them with money by playing 
store with them. Use real coins 
and let them be the cashier.  

 Use an empty egg carton as a 
counting tool to practice addition 
and subtraction skills up to 10.  

 Bake with them. Read the 
instructions on the back of the 
box and allow them to measure 
the ingredients.  

 Point out shapes and discuss 
them. If you see a "Yield" sign, 
discuss that it is a triangle and 
ask your child how many sides 
would be on 3 "Yield" signs. 

 Develop a better understanding 
of fractions by discussing equal 
parts. Anytime you bake a frozen 
pizza, it is an opportunity to let 
them understand what 1/6 or 1/8 
means.  

 
 

Coats for Kids  
(and Families) 

 
Announcing the  

17th annual coat collection 
and giveaway 

 
   The Merrillville Schools are once 
again participating in the annual 
Coats for Kids (and families). This 
is a community-wide effort to provide 
coats for people facing economic 
hardship. 
   You can help the children (and 
families) of our community by 
donating new or gently-used coats.  
Just drop your used coats in the bin 
at our school.  Collection for the 
Coats for Kids (and families) drive 
will run until October 18

th
. 

 
Coats will be distributed: 

Saturday, November 2
nd

  
9:00 a.m. – Noon  

Merrillville Intermediate School 
1400 W. 61st Avenue  

Merrillville 
 

Saturday, November 9
th
  

9:00 a.m. – Noon  
River Forest Middle School 

3300 Indiana Street 
Hobart 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

continued from page 3 
 
November 4 
Picture Retake Day 
Picture retakes will be taken today for students 
who did NOT have their photo taken because 
they were either absent or enrolled after Picture 
Day.  Money for packages is due at the time the 
photo is taken.  Forms are available in the 
school office.  If you are having retakes 
because of a problem with your first picture, you 
must return the entire original package at the 
time of the retakes! 
 
November 6 
PTO Meeting 
Cafeteria, 2:30 p.m. 
All parents are welcome to attend and help plan 
our winter activities. 
 
November 7 
Buddy Blue Day 
Wear blue to remind you to be a buddy! 
 
November 7 
Early Dismissal – 1:25 p.m. 

Please plan for your child to be  
home approximately one hour  

earlier on this day. 
 
November 8 
End of the first trimester 
Today is the end of the first trimester.  Report 
cards will be handed out at Parent-Teacher 
Conferences.  REMINDER: ALL BOOK 
RENTAL BALANCES AFTER THIS DATE WILL 
BE TURNED OVER FOR COLLECTION. 
 
November 11 
Veteran’s Day 
Make sure you remember to thank a vet today! 
 
November 11 
Teacher Work Day 
No school for all students.  Teachers will use 
this day to prepare for Parent-Teacher 
Conferences on this day. 
 
November 14 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 
No school for all students.  Teachers will be 
meeting with parents/guardians for conferences. 
 
November 14 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 
12:30-7:30 PM 
Conferences are scheduled to be held on this 
day.  Watch for an important note to be coming 
home with your child with more information as 
we approach this date. 
 
November 21 
Early Dismissal – 1:25 p.m. 

Please plan for your child to be  
home approximately one hour  

earlier on this day. 
 
November 27-29 
No School, Thanksgiving Break 
Enjoy time with family and friends and 
remember all the things you have to be thankful 
for this year.  School will resume on Monday, 
December 2

nd
. 
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